
 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
  
I am writing to all K-5 parents because I know that there are many questions about our “plans” 
for the opening of school in September.  I want to address questions we are receiving about the 
decision to begin by bringing back students, K-2, five days a week, and beginning the school 
year for students in grades, 3-5 on a hybrid schedule.  
  
We had hoped to be able to bring back all K-5 students full time, five days a week. This remains 
our hope and plan forward.  Some parents recall that at a recent meeting I had shared that this 
was our plan.  At that time, it appeared that we would be able to accomplish this plan with 
minimal additional staffing.  Once we got into the details of the schedule, it became clear that 
the staffing and classroom needs would be too great.   Therefore, we had to scale back our plan 
to offer full day instruction to only our K-2 students, for now.  
  
While our goal is to have all of our students back to school daily, we are focusing on the primary 
grades for the following reasons; For our incoming Kindergarten students, it is their first 
experience in public school.  We need to create a sense of community and belonging for them. 
For our incoming first grade students, they left us in March, without the experience of a full year 
in Kindergarten.  We need to re-create a sense of community and belonging for them. For all of 
our K-2 students, they are our most dependent learners.  All research shows the importance of 
daily instruction for those youngest learners.  
  
As students return to our buildings, whether 2, 3 or 5 days a week, their experience will be 
different from what they are accustomed to.  Classes will be split in half, as we will 
accommodate no more than 10-12 students in each classroom.  We will be maintaining social 
distancing of 6 ft, and masks will be required. At our elementary level, students will eat in their 
classrooms and all instruction received will be in that same space, with teachers coming to them 
and minimal movement of students throughout the building once the school day begins.  This 
model requires the staffing, space, furnishings and equipment to be able to divide each class 
into two separate cohorts.  While we believe we are able to do this with our K-2 classes at this 
time, we hope that we will be able to introduce the same to our 3-5 students as soon as 
possible, once we have managed all of these challenges.  We are postponing bringing back 3-5 
students five days a week, not ending the discussion.  We know that this year will be one of 
change and this is a change we’re  optimistically looking forward to making sooner than later.  
  
We want nothing more than to have all of our students back to school with us in September. 
We will continue to work to make that happen.  We are asking for your patience as we work this 
out in a safe and productive manner. As plans continue to change, I encourage you to ask 
questions, attend parent meetings that we are planning and stay informed.  
  
Sincerely,  
 
Jean Miccio 
 Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction  
  
 

 


